






One chart 
can say so 
much
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Where did everyone go?



City vs. 
Suburbs
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Population
Within 1960 City Limits

1960 - 132,445

2010 - 86,075















Year Population

2010 101,168

2020 103,453





City 2010 Population 2020 Population Change in Percentage

Grand Rapids, MI 188,036 198,918 +5.8%

Fort Wayne, IN 253,691 263,886 +4.0%

South Bend, IN 101,168 103,453 +2.3%

Evansville, IN 117,429 117,298 -0.1% 

Peoria, IL 115,007 113,150 -1.6%

Canton, OH 73,007 70,872 -2.9%

Erie, PA 101,786 94,831 -6.8%

Youngstown, OH 66,982 60,068 -10.3%

Gary, IN 80,294 69,093 -13.9%

Flint, MI 102,434 81,252 -20.7%

*All cities had a population of  100k – 200k in 1960, were the largest city in their county, manufacturing 
based economy, and experienced at least one decade of  population decline. 
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“Historic South 
Bend” grew for 
the first time since 
the 1950s and 
grew more than 
the rest of  the city. 











Year
St. Joseph 

County
South Bend Mishawaka 

St. Joseph 
County 
without 

cities

St. Joseph 
County 

w/out SB, 
Mish, ND

2010 266,931 101,168 48,252 117,511 111,538

2020 272,912 103,453 51,063 118,396 111,162

2010-20 
Change

2.2% 2.3% 5.8% 0.8% -0.3%





Downtown
+2.7%



+2.7%

East Side 
North
+1.7%



+1.7%

+2.7%

East Side 
South
+2.5%



+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

Southeast 
Side

+8.1%



+8.1%

+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

South Side 
+0.1%



+0.1%

+8.1%

+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

Rum Village
-1.0%



-1.0%
+0.1%

+8.1%

+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

West Side 
South
-3.0%



-3.0%

-1.0%
+0.1%

+8.1%

+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

West Side 
North
+5.7%



+5.7%

-3.0%

-1.0%
+0.1%

+8.1%

+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

Northwest
+1.9%



+1.9%

+5.7%

-3.0%

-1.0%
+0.1%

+8.1%

+2.5%

+1.7%

+2.7%

Suburban
+4.7%



Year Total Housing Units Number Change

2010 46,324

2020 47,270 +946



Year Vacant Housing Units Number Change

2010 6,564

2020 5,819 -754



Total reduction of 
vacant housing

Growth in 
occupied housing 

Loss of total 
housing units 
(demolitions) 

Vacant housing 
reduced by 
reoccupation 

797 367 430 46%







Year South Bend Households Population Per Household

2000 42,908 2.51

2010 39,760 2.54

2020 41,451 2.44





Year White Black American 
Indian

Asian Pacific 
Islander

Other Two or 
More 

2010 61,199 26,906 478 1,318 64 6,979 4,224

2020 55,355 26,628 677 1,573 58 8,704 10,458







Year Hispanic or Latino 
Population

2010 13,116

2020 17,249



2010 2020 Percent Change

Adult Population 73,556 76,566 4.1%

0-17 Population 27,612 26,887 -2.7%

South Bend’s adult population growth and child population loss 
resembles the United States 

U.S. adult population increased by 10.1% but child population 
decreased by 1.4%









Year Self-
Response 
Rate

2010 66.2

2020 (before 
NRFU)

60.2

2020 (final) 64.2

Internet 48.3

Mail/Phone 15.9

Location Final 2020 
Self-
Response 
Rate

US 67.0

Indiana 70.3

St. Joseph 
County

69.2

Mishawaka 69.0

South Bend 64.2







White Black American 
Indian

Asian Other Two or 
More 

United 
States

-8.6% 5.6% 27.1% 55.5% 129% 276%

South 
Bend

-9.4% -0.9% 41.6% 19.3% 24.7% 147.6%



White Black American 
Indian

Asian Other Two or 
More 

2010 60.5% 26.6% 0.5% 1.3% 6.9% 4.2%

2020 53.5% 25.7% 0.7% 1.5% 8.4% 10.1%






